
 

 

Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers Annual Report 
 
We have continued our core activities of regular half and full day Sunday and midweek walks 
unabated this year and have been blessed with relatively few rainy days so walk cancellation has 
been minimal. Once again, we are grateful to our cohort of able leaders which has been 
supplemented by some newcomers who deserve a special tribute for their inaugural events. These 
activities, and others, have been supported by our group committee which has also seen some 
changes this year. Our former chair, secretary and webmaster are now enjoying well-earned 
respite from the full extent of their former roles. That being said, those of us who are newcomers 
to the committee are grateful for their continued presence at meetings so their expertise has not 
been lost amongst the fresh ideas that new personnel undoubtedly bring. 
 
Our use of electronic communication has been the focus of much hard work from our new 
webmaster. He has also assisted others to update their skills enabling our website 
(http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk) to be a genuine cooperative effort of which we 
can all be proud. Positive comments have been received concerning our blog and our searchable 
database of locally led walks. Of course, not all information is suitable for placing online and not all 
members are comfortable with IT, so our printed programme, enhanced by a new group logo, 
continues in parallel with these developments. 
 
We now find ourselves in the enviable position of our group membership numbers stabilising after 
a period of decline. A balance may have been struck between new members joining and the sad 
loss of older former members. Thanks are due to our membership secretary and others who have 
organised and contributed to market stall displays and leafleting to advertise the benefits of 
Ramblers membership. We have also found the revised website to be a point of introduction for 
new members. Associated with our changing membership, another recent group initiative has 
been the introduction of some 4 mile walks designed to appeal to both older and new walkers. 
Furthermore, our informal association with Biddulph Ramblers also continues with respect to 
coach rambles and holidays, with Stoke/Newcastle members enjoying trips to Warwick, Malham, 
Stamford and Newquay. We very much hope this liaison will be sustained. 
 
Of course our footpaths are vital to ensure our enjoyment of our environment. This year our 
footpath mapping work has continued unabated and the growing efforts of our footpath 
maintenance team were recognised in Summer 2017 edition of Walk magazine (p.18). Since its 
reinstatement after a lull, the maintenance team have installed and renovated stiles, footbridges, 
finger posts and cleared fly tipping. Furthermore, secateurs walks have become a regular feature 
of our walks programme. You can read more at 
http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk/footpath-work.html. 
 
We can finally, and proudly, reveal the result of our TV appearance alluded to in that last year’s 
report. Yes, a team from Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers did beat the Eggheads. Walking seems to be 
good for the mind as well as the body. 
 
Susan & Stephen Merry, Secretary 
(12/6/17) 


