
 

 

Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers Annual Report 
 
While there were periods of inclement weather last winter our core activities of regular Sunday half 
day, Sunday full day and midweek walks continued relatively unscathed. Indeed the programme 
has become more diverse with the inclusion of occasional shorter walks and longer walks. Our 
walks have been well attended even on stormy days. Once again, we are grateful to our cohort of 
able leaders which has been supplemented by some newcomers who deserve a special tribute for 
their inaugural and subsequent events. Our social programme has also benefitted from those 
members who have organised meals, pub evenings and a bowling event. Our group committee, 
which has supported these events, will see some changes at the group’s 2018 AGM because the 
secretaries, programme secretary, full day walks coordinator and half day walks coordinator all 
plan to retire. Such turnover of committee members is required to introduce new ideas and ways 
of working while still utilising the expertise within the group as mentors to the new officers.  
 
Our use of electronic communication via the website and group Email lists continues unabated 
through the commendable efforts of our webmaster. These communication tools have been well 
received by the majority, but we remain conscious that not all members engage with the internet. 
Our half-yearly printed programmes will be retained for members who never use the internet or 
use it only to update what they first read in hard copy. Like all Ramblers groups we have grappled 
with the new General Data Protection Regulations and hope we have reached the optimum 
balance between meeting legal requirements and not deterring volunteers with paperwork. 
 
Unfortunately, following a short period of stability, we now find our overall group membership 
numbers declining; our number of new recruits has been overshadowed by the loss of others. 
Notably, some former stalwarts of the group have sadly died and we all miss them greatly in our 
own individual ways. While our aging membership profile undoubtedly contributes to the loss of 
members, the effects of austerity and the large number of alternative walking groups cannot be 
dismissed. Thanks are due to our membership secretary and others who have organised and 
contributed to market stall displays and leafleting to advertise the benefits of Ramblers 
membership. We have also had some group business cards printed which can be passed on to 
others we meet during walks, and the website continues to be a point of introduction for new 
members. Our informal association with Biddulph Ramblers continues with respect to coach 
rambles and holidays. This has led to Stoke/Newcastle members enjoying trips to Kington, Conwy 
and Paignton. We very much hope this liaison will be sustained. 
 
Of course our footpaths are vital to ensure our enjoyment of our environment. Our footpath 
mapping and maintenance work has continued and become more prominent in response to 
Staffordshire County Council’s proposal to introduce a hierarchical classification of their rights of 
way to prioritise maintenance. Our chair, group footpath secretary and countryside officer have 
been active in liaising with the Council and other walking groups to ensure any changes will cause 
minimal disruption to the network. These efforts are ongoing. 
 
This will be our last annual report of our tenure. We thank those who have supported us in our 
endeavours and extend our good wishes to our replacement. 
 
Susan & Stephen Merry, Secretary 
18/7/18 


